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and habits and manners (the manners especially seem to have
been exquisite) and tried to turn its islands into suburbs of Bir-
mingham or Chicago. As that incredible change from the old
Japan unto the new will more and more influence the safety and
happiness of other nations, we ought to know at least a few things
about these people.
Japanese history is of much more recent date than Chinese.
The Chinese calendar goes back to 2637 B.C. (about the time
Cheops was building his litde pyramid) but the oldest Japanese
chronicle dates back only to A.D. 400. At that time the present
so-called Japanese race was already in existence. Strictly speaking,
however, there is no * Japanese race,' for, like the English, the
Japanese are a mixture. The original inhabitants were the Ainos,
who were gradually driven to the more remote northern islands
by three successive waves of invaders from southern China and
the Malayan peninsula, from Central China, and from Manchuria
and Korea. As a result the original civilization of Japan was
really an extension of Chinese civilization, and whatever the
Japanese knew they had learned from the Chinese.
Their relations with China grew even more intimate when
Japan followed the Chinese example and allowed herself to be
converted to Buddhism. But when a new creed replaces an older
one, the new creed cannot help being influenced to a certain ex-
tent at least by the older one. That is a lesson all missionaries
have been obliged to learn, whether they preached Christianity,
Mohammedanism, or Buddhism.
The first Buddhist apostles who reached Japan in the sixth
century of our era found that the Japanese had developed a re-
ligious system which had grown out of their own soil, so to spcakj
and which was very well suited to their needs. It was called
Shintoism, from the word Shinto, which seems to be the equi-
valent of our expression * the divine pathway.' It was a much
nobler creed than the spook and devil worship so prevalent ova
the rest of Asia. It accepted the world as a unit of indestructible
force, and taught that we are responsible for whatever use w<
make of that force, because, no matter how insignificant tfo